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Abstract
 Globally demand for the 
herbaceuticals and nutraceuticals 
paves a way to look deep into 
spices and medicinal plants 
which are in abundance of 
phytochemicals.  Mainly chillies 
are yieldingdiverse variety of 
compounds like Capsaicinoids, 
capsanthin, capsorubin and 
other. Capsaicinoids are diverse 
group of compounds used in 
the food and pharmaceutical 
industries. Capsaicin is a unique 
alkaloid from the capsaicinoid 
group found primarily in the 
fruit of the Capsicum genus and 
is responsible for pungency. 
C a p s a i c i n o f f e r s  s e v e r a l 
significant health benefits such 
as reducing acid secretion, 
promot ing the re lease of 
mucus and alkaline substances 
and enhancing blood flow 
to the stomach lining. These 
effects help in the prevention 
and healing of gastric ulcers. 
Additionally, capsaicin plays a 
role in thermoregulation and has 
various other bioactive properties.
It has found a wide range of 
application viz., self-defence, 
analgesic, anti-inflammatory, 
ant ibacter ia l ,  ant icancer, 
antioxidant, antidiabetic, anti-
arthritis and cardiovascular 
activity. In this regard enhancing 
and exploring the pharmacology 
and its utilisation in food and 
other industries will be a game 
changer for all the stakeholders 
involved in peppers, chillies 
cultivation and marketing.
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spp., involves C. annuum, C. 
chinense, C. pubescens, C. 
frutescens and C. baccatum 
(Bosland and Votava, 2000). 
Among the Capsicum spp., hot 
pepper is known to grow most 
widely under diverse climatic 
conditions in India. In the past, 
C. annuum (including both hot 
and sweet peppers) was primarily 
cultivated for fresh consumption, 
culinary uses and processed 
products such as dry powders 
for enhancing colour and flavour 
in cooking (Selvakumar et al., 
2022). However, over time, other 
Capsicum species have gained 
significance particularly for their 

K e y w o r d s :  C a p s a i c i n , 
pharmacology, health 
Introduction
 Capsicum spp. L. is a 
vital and major commercial 
crop in the family Solanaceae. 
Originally hailing from Mexico, 
with its centre of diversity located 

in South America (Gonzalez and 
Bosland, 1991). There are over 
30 known species of Capsicum 
spp. each displaying significant 
variability in traits such as fruit 
shape, colour, weight, pungency 
and maturity (Srivastava et al., 
2019). Cultivated Capsicum 
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high oleoresin and capsaicin 
content, which has become 
valuable in both the food and 
pharmaceutical industries on a 
global scale (Verma et al., 2024). 
Hot peppers are renowned for 
their secondary metabolites 
particularly capsaicinoids, which 
give them their characteristic 
pungency  and medic ina l 
properties (Kim et al., 2014). 
Pharmacology of capsaicin 
for human health
 Capsaicin followed by 
dihydro capsaicin, nordihydro 
capsaic in ,  homodi  hydro 
capsaicin and homocapsaicin 
are unique capsaic inoids 
responsible for the pungency 
of chillies.Capsaicinoids have 
pharmacological properties 
such as analgesic, anti-cancer, 
anti-obesity, anti-in flammatory 
and antioxidant effects. These 
attributes suggest potential 
therapeutic applications in cancer 
prevention, cardiovascular 
h e a l t h ,  g a s t r o i n t e s t i n a l 
health, pain relief and weight 
management .  Caps inoids 
similar to capsaicinoids are 
non-pungent, less toxic and 
break down easily in aqueous 
environment have anti-cancer, 
anti-obesity and antioxidant 
properties, but they activate 
receptors differently. While both 
(capsinoids and capsaicinoids) 
compounds activate the TRPV1 
receptor, which is involved in 
pain and temperature sensation. 
Capsinoids also weakly stimulate 
the TRPA1 receptor. TRPA1, part 
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of the transient receptor potential 
(TRP) channel family, is expressed 
in sensory neurons and is known 
to be involved in pain, neurogenic 
inflammation and sensitivity to 
electrophilic compounds. Other 
folk medicinal applications 
include treatments of cough, 
sore throat, tonsillitis, gastric 
ulcers, backache, cholera, gout, 
water retention, rheumatism, 
cramps, diarrhoea, dyspepsia, 
toothache, appetite stimulation 
and hair growth restoration 
(Mayson et al., 2004; Escogido 
et al., 2011; Basith et al., 2016; 
Patowaryet al., 2017 & Sultana 
et al., 2020).
 C h r o n i c  m i g r a i n e 
involves a gradual increase 
in headache frequency with 
frequent f lare-ups unt i l  i t 
becomes constant. Intranasal 
capsaicin has been explored as 

a therapeutic option for cluster 
headaches and migraines. 
Additionally, capsaicin jelly 
(0.1%) was effective in reducing 
arterial pain associated with 
migraine onset. Capsaicin is 
used in topical ointments, nasal 
sprays and dermal patches to 
relieve peripheral neuropathy 
pain typically in concentrations 
of 0.025% to 0.25%.
 Obes i t y,  a  ch ron ic 
condition characterized by 
excessive body fat, has become 
increasingly common due to 
modern lifestyles. It is associated 
with various health issues 
including heart disease, type II 
diabetes and certain cancers. 
Capsaicin prevents obesity by 
stimulating TRPV1, reducing fat 
cell formation. Dietary capsaicin 
improved metabolic function, 
lowered glucose and triglyceride 

levels and increased adiponectin 
expression, indicating better fat 
metabolism. Capsaicin’s effects 
on weight through mechanisms 
like brown fat activation, appetite 
suppression and increased 
thermogenesis.
 Urine frequency and urge 
incontinence were significantly 
reduced in  pa t ien t s  w i th 
hypersensitive bladders after 
receiving a vesical instillation 
of 1mm capsaicin. Lowering 
body temperature has preventive 
benefits, but hyperthermia may 
exacerbate ischemic kidney 
injury. The hypothermic, anti-
inflammatory and antioxidant 
properties of TRPV1 agonists 
such as capsaicin, support renal 
function and lessen ischemia 
damage. 
 TRPV1 receptors have 
been linked to histamine-induced 

Capsaicin

Adinose Cells

PruritusCancer Cells

Vulvodynia

Bladder

(-)Urothelial muscarinic 

receptors

(+)u-adrenergic receptors

Prevents and releases 
reaccumulation of
neuropeptides in
varioud cutancous 
nerves

Apoptosis in transformed 
cells and in motogen 
activated peripheral blood 
cells, ROS and (-) LPO

(-)SP and repression 

C-Fiber transmission

Neuropathic Pain

Depletion of neuropetide
transmitters in Particular SP

(Patowaryet al., 2017)
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itching, with TRPV1-expressing 
neurons playing an important role 
in sensing and mediating itch. 
Topical capsaicin is beneficial 
in treating vivid skin problems by 
desensitizing TRPV1 nerve fibers 
offering long-term relief from 
itching. Lotions, creams with 
high concentrations of capsaicin 
have been particularly effective 
for treating itching problems 
such as psoriasis, haemodialysis-
associated itch and aquagenic 
pruritus. Capsaicin therapy 
dramatically reduced symptoms, 
making it a promising alternative 
for managing chronic skin itch.
C a p s a i c i n  h a s  g a i n e d 
importance as anticancer drug 
due to its pharmacological 
and toxicological attributes. It 
prevents carcinogen activation 
and se lec t i ve ly  promotes 
apoptosis in a vivid cell of cancer 
(skin, liver, bladder, colon, breast 
and prostate). Capsaicin can 
inhibit cancer cell development 
by causing cell cycle arrest and 
lowering oxidative stress levels.
Capsaicin protects the gastric 
mucosa, reducing dyspeptic 
s ymptoms and prov id ing 
gastroprotection against aspirin-
induced damage. 
 Additionally, capsaicin 
improved intestinal absorption, 
increasing microvilli surface 
a r e a  a n d  z i n c  u p t a k e . 
Dietary capsaicin also plays 
a crucial role in managing 
cardiovascular conditions like 
atherosclerosis, hypertension, 
cardiac hypertrophy and stroke 

risk. It enhances the resistance of 
serum lipoproteins to oxidation 
due to its antioxidant properties 
and has ant i-aggregat ing 
effects on platelets through 
TRPV1 mechanisms. Capsaicin 
improves endothelial function, 
lowers blood pressure and 
activates nitric oxide pathways, 
con t r i bu t i ng  to  vascu la r 
relaxation. 
(Patowaryet al., 2017)
Challenges
 The primary drawbacks 
of capsaicin use include skin 
irritation and discomfort, which 
restrict its effectiveness and 
patient compliance in treatments, 
particularly at higher dosages. 
Pain, itching and raised blood 
pressure are among the side 
effects and severe cardiovascular 
difficulties in rare instances. 
Capsaicin may cause respiratory 
irritation if inhaled and there is 
conflicting evidence about its 
cancer risk. Finding the correct 
dosage and administration 
strategies to minimize these 
negative effects remains critical. 
Furthermore, further controlled 
research is required to establish 
the long-term safety of capsaicin 
use (Basith et al., 2016).
Future perspective
 Despite these obstacles, 
capsa ic in  has  in t r igu ing 
therapeut ic  appl ica t ions , 
particularly in pain reduction, 
cancer treatment, and metabolic 
health. Advances in capsaicin 
delivery techniques attempt to 
lessen side effects and improve 

tolerance, and novel synthetic 
capsaicin analogues show 
promise for lower toxicity. The 
development of safer, high-dose 
formulations could improve 
capsaicin’s posit ion as an 
alternative analgesic and current 
research into its therapeutic 
properties could lead to novel 
applications in the treatment of 
a various disorders.
Reference
 Basith, S., Cui, M., Hong, 
S., & Choi, S. (2016). Harnessing 
the therapeutic potential of 
capsaicin and its analogues 
in pain and other diseases. 
Molecules, 21(8), 966.
Bosland, P. W., & Votava, E. 
J. (2000). Pepper: Vegetable 
and Spice Capsicum, CABI 
Publishing CAB International, 
Wallingford, UK.
Gonzalez, M. M. & Bosland, 
P. W. (1991). Strategies for 
stemming genetic erosion of 
Capsicum germplasm in the 
Americas. Diversity, 7, 52-53.
Kim, S., Park, M., Yeom, S, I, 
Kim, Y. M., Lee, J. M., Lee, H. 
A., Seo, E., Choi, J., Cheong, K., 
Kim, K. T., Jung, K. …  & Choi, 
D. (2014). Genome sequence of 
the hot pepper provides insights 
into the evolution of pungency 
in Capsicum species. Nature 
Genetics, 46(3), 270-278.
Mason, L., Moore, R. A., Derry, 
S., Edwards, J. E., & McQuay, 
H. J. (2004). Systematic review 
of topical capsaicin for the 
treatment of chronic pain. Bmj, 
328(7446), 991.
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Introduction
 Medicinal fruits and plants have gained 

significant attention in recent years due to 

their therapeutic potential and minimal side 

effects compared to synthetic drugs. Among 

these, the Kepel (Stelechocarpusburahol), a 

culturally significant yet underexplored fruit, 

stands out for its unique properties. Native to 

Indonesia, particularly the island of Java, this 

fruit holds historical and cultural significance. 

Traditionally reserved for Javanese royalty, the 

Kepel, commonly referred to as the “Buah Long” 

or “Burahol fruit” in Indonesia, was highly valued 

for its multifaceted applications. It was especially 

noted for its use as a body odor eliminator or 

oral deodorant, particularly among princesses in 

Java Island palaces. The fruit was also valued for 

its ability to influence bodily fragrance, promote 

A new  
frontier for 

Kerala’s fruit 
farming

Ricky Ronghang 
Divya Parisa 
Amrutha. T. 
A.K.Singha. 
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health, and aid in digestion, skin health, and 

general wellness.

Nutritional Benefits
 The Kepel is not only a delicious treat but 

also a rich source of essential nutrients. It is low 

in calories and high in dietary fiber, making it 

an excellent fruit for those looking to maintain a 

healthy weight or manage their cholesterol levels. 

Additionally, the fruit is packed with vitamins such 

as vitamin C, vitamin A, and vitamin E, which 

contribute to an enhanced immune system and 

overall well-being. Bioactive compounds such as 

flavonoids, alkaloids, and phenolics in the fruit 

are associated with antioxidative, antimicrobial, 

and potential anti-inflammatory properties, 

highlighting its potential for development in 

nutraceuticals and functional foods. 

 The Kepel exemplifies the fusion of tradition 

and modern science, offering opportunities for 

further research and innovation.Traditionally, 

it has been used as a natural deodorant, 

particularly in Javanese royal palaces, due to its 

ability to influence bodily fragrance by imparting a 

violet-like scent to perspiration and urine. Modern 

scientific research supports these traditional 

claims and highlights additional medicinal 

properties.

Botanical description
 The Kepel belongs to the Annonaceae 

family, which includes other notable fruits like 

cherimoya and soursop. This fruit-bearing tree 

is medium-sized, growing up to 25 meters 

tall with a trunk diameter of about 40 cm. Its 

bark varies from brown to dark gray or black, 

and it is adorned with glossy, evergreen leaves 

that contribute to its visual appeal, making it a 

popular choice for ornamental planting in tropical 
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regions. The tree’s dual-purpose utility as both 

a source of fruit and an aesthetic addition to 

landscapes underscores its versatility.

The Kepel is about the size of an adult’s fist, with 

a smooth, yellowish-brown skin when ripe, and 

typically contains 4 to 6 seeds. Its pulp is soft, 

creamy, and fragrant, with a distinctive flavor 

described as a blend of mango and custard. 

Interestingly, the tree produces both male and 

female flowers, with male flowers located on 

the upper trunk and female flowers on the lower 

trunk. These attributes, combined with its unique 

appearance, culinary appeal, and ornamental 

value, highlight the Kepel as an intriguing species 

worthy of greater recognition.

Cultivation
 Kepel trees (Stelechocarpus burahol) 

thrive in tropical climates characterized by warm, 

humid conditions, making them well-suited for 

cultivation in regions like Indonesia, particularly 

Java, and other tropical areas of Southeast Asia. 

These trees prefer well-drained, slightly acidic 

soils, often found in limestone-rich environments, 

and flourish under consistent rainfall and stable 

temperatures ranging from 25°C to 30°C. They 

require ample sunlight for optimal growth and 

are sensitive to frost, necessitating protective 

measures in cooler climates.

Propagation
 The tree can be propagated through seeds, 

though vegetative propagation methods such as 

grafting or cuttings are also explored to ensure 

uniform growth. Flowering typically occurs during 

the wet season, with fruit ripening in the same 

period. The tree’s dioecious nature, requiring both 

male and female trees for successful pollination, 

adds to its cultivation intricacies. These growth 

characteristics and its ability to thrive in tropical 

agroforestry systems highlight the Kepel apple’s 

potential as a sustainable and valuable crop.

Harvesting 
 Depending on propagation techniques, 

Kepel trees generally begin bearing fruit within 

3 to 6 years, although some may take up to 10 

years to mature fully.To determine ripeness, the 

skin of the fruit can be lightly scratched. If the 

scratched portion reveals a green hue, the fruit 

is still immature, but if it is orange, the fruit is 

ready to be harvested. Kepel fruits are aromatic 

and have a sweet, fruity, and tropical flavor with 

papaya, mango, and coconut undertones.

Future Potential
 With the increasing global interest in 

tropical fruits, the Kepel holds significant potential 

for expansion into cultivation across tropical 

humid belts of India like Kerala where the 

cultivation of Kepel is quite possible. To support 

its growth, efforts to preserve the fruit’s biodiversity 

and promote sustainable cultivation practices are 

essential, ensuring its continued availability for 

generations to come.

 Moreover, the Kepel offers a wealth of 

opportunities for further scientific exploration 

and research. It’s broad spectrum of medicinal 

properties and nutritional benefits makes it a 

compelling subject for health and agricultural 

studies. As research continues, there is potential 

to uncover additional health advantages and 

innovative applications for this remarkable 

fruit, solidifying its place as both a nutritional 

powerhouse and a cultural symbol of tropical 

biodiversity.
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More than just a filler flower

Introduction

 Gypsophila paniculata, the baby’s breath, 

common gypsophila or panicled baby’s-breath, 

is a species of flowering plant in the family 

Caryophyllaceae, native to central and eastern 

Europe. It is often regarded as a “filler flower” in 

floral arrangements. The genus name is from the 

Greek gypsos (“gypsum”) and philios (“loving”), a 

reference to the gypsum-rich substrates on which 

some species grow. It is an herbaceous perennial 

growing to 1.2 m (4 ft) tall and wide, with mounds 

of branching stems covered in clouds of tiny white 

flowers in summer (hence the common name 

“baby’s breath”). Each small flower has a cup-

White gypsophila
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emotions that words often struggle to express.

White gypsophila: Symbolises purity and 

spirituality, and evokes feelings of innocence and 

divinity. The white gypsophila meanings make 

them ideal for weddings, children’s christenings, 

and any spiritual events. In combination with 

roses, its passionate symbolism is further 

enhanced.

Pink gypsophila: Embodies affection, 

like calyx of white-edged green sepals containing 

five petals in shades of white or pink. The fruit is 

a rounded or oval capsule opening at valves.

Symbolism of gypsophila

 The spiritual meaning of gypsophila is 

innocence, purity, and everlasting love. As such, 

this flower’s presence in any arrangement is seen 

as a symbol of gentle affection and loyalty, ideal 

for demonstrating strong sentiments and deep 

Pink gypsophila
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compassion, and admiration. Offering these 

flowers is a wonderful gesture to express your 

heartfelt emotions to loved ones.

Yellow gypsophila: Describes the essence 

of joy and friendship. It’s the perfect choice to 

brighten someone’s day or celebrate a cherished 

friendship.

Purple gypsophila: Represents mystery and 

royalty. Incorporating it into arrangements adds 

a touch of regal sophistication.

Blue gypsophila: Symbolises calmness and 

serenity. Its unique hue evokes a sense of 

tranquility, making it an excellent choice for 

soothing arrangements.

There are over 150 species in the genus, but 

some of the most notable include:

Yellow  gypsophila
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1. Gypsophila paniculata (Common Baby’s 

Breath): This is the most well-known species, 

often used in floral arrangements. It produces 

masses of tiny white or pink flowers. Native to 

Central and Eastern Europe and Western Asia. 

Frequently grown as an ornamental plant.

2. Gypsophila elegans (Annual Baby’s 

Breath): A fast-growing annual plant with 

delicate, airy sprays of white or pink flowers.Native 

to Central and Eastern Europe.Popular in gardens 

and as filler in floral bouquets.

3. Gypsophila repens (Creeping Baby’s 

Breath): A low-growing perennial with trailing 

stems and small, star-shaped white or pink 

flowers.Found in rocky areas of the Alps and 

other European mountain ranges.Common in 

rock gardens and as ground cover.

4. Gypsophila muralis (Low Baby’s Breath): 

An annual or short-lived perennial with tiny 

flowers that may be white, pink, or purplish.Grows 

Purple gypsophila
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in sandy and rocky soils.Occasionally used in 

gardens for a soft, natural effect.

5. Gypsophila arrostii: A lesser-known species 

with white flowers, primarily found in specific 

regions of Southern Europe.Prefers calcareous 

soils.

6. Gypsophila cerastioides: A small, cushion-

forming perennial with larger, starry flowers 

compared to other species.Native to the 

Himalayas.Suitable for alpine gardens.

7. Gypsophila pacifica: A perennial species 

with blue-green foliage and pink flowers.Found 

in the Far East of Russia.Grown for its ornamental 

foliage and flowers.

8. Gypsophila bicolor: Features bi-colored 

flowers with subtle shades of pink and white.

Prefers open and sunny locations with well-

draining soil.

Blue gypsophila
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Importance and uses of gypsophila

 Gypsophila is synonymous with floral 

arrangements and has become an indispensable 

component of bouquets and wreaths. Its versatility 

stems from its ability to complement almost any 

flower while adding volume and texture.

Floral Arrangements and Bouquets

Mixed Arrangements: Combine Gypsophila 

with roses, lilies, or other focal flowers for elegant 

wedding bouquets, centerpieces, or event décor.

Mono-Bouquets: Use only Gypsophila for 

minimalist, airy arrangements, which are currently 

trending in modern floral design.

Color Enhancement: Dye Gypsophila in various 

colors (pastels or vibrant tones) to match themes 

for weddings, holidays, or corporate events.

Wedding Decorations: Baby’s Breath is a 

wedding favorite due to its symbolism of purity, 

Gypsophila repens
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innocence, and everlasting love. It is used 

in bridal bouquets, table centerpieces, and 

ceremonial arches.

Bouquet Filler: Its light, fluffy blooms are ideal 

as fillers, enhancing the overall appearance 

of bouquets without overshadowing the main 

flowers.

Dried Arrangements: Gypsophila retains its 

shape and color well when dried, making it perfect 

for creating long-lasting floral arrangements.

Wedding Cake: Decorate your cake with fresh 

gypsophila for a delicate, natural finish. Ensure 

Gypsophila muralis
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it is safe and pesticide-free for food use.

Boutonnieres and Hair Accessories: Craft 

boutonnieres, corsages, or hairpieces using 

Gypsophila for weddings or formal events.

Wreaths and Garlands: Use it for making 

delicate floral wreaths, garlands, or ornaments.

Resin Art: Encapsulate dried Gypsophila in resin 

for jewelry, coasters, or paperweights.

Pressed Flower Art: Use Gypsophila in pressed 

flower cards, bookmarks, or wall art.

Tinting Gypsophila

 It is a technique used to add color to its 

naturally white or cream blooms. This process 

is popular in floral arrangements, especially for 

weddings, events, or creative floral designs.

•	 Using Floral Spray Paint

Gypsophila cerastioides
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Mixed Arrangements

Color Enhancement

Bouquet Filler

Mono-Bouquets

Wedding Decorations

Dried Arrangements
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Wreaths and Garlands

Pressed Flower Art

Boutonnieres and Hair Accessories Resin Art

•	 Dyeing with Floral Dye (Absorption Method)

•	 Dip-Dyeing

Method of drying

•	 Flowers are dried and kept upright in a 

container of water covering only the cut 

ends,	at	a	temperature	of	10˚C

•	 Flowers are dipped in a solution of 1 part 

of glycerine and 2 parts of water.

•	 Flowers should be removed from glycerine 

solution when drops of water accumulation 

on leaf surface

Flowers should be dried by keeping the flowers 

hanging down in a well aerated room

Conclusion 

 Gypsophila is a versatile and enduring 

flower with a rich history in both ornamental and 

symbolic contexts. Its delicate, airy blooms have 

made it a popular choice in floral arrangements, 

especially in weddings and other celebratory 

occasions. Despite its humble appearance, 
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and timeless elegance.Gypsophila is more 

than just a filler flower; it is a plant of immense 

value, bridging the gap between utility and 

beauty. Whether enhancing a garden’s charm or 

symbolizing love in a bridal bouquet, Gypsophila 

continues to captivate and serve humanity in 

multifaceted ways.

Wedding Cake

Gypsophila carries deeper meanings of love, 

purity, and eternal affection. With its easy 

cultivation and low-maintenance care, it remains 

a favourite among gardeners and florists alike. 

Whether used to complement more prominent 

flowers or as a standalone feature, Gypsophila 

continues to capture hearts with its subtle charm 
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The Camellia is a captivating 

and elegant flowering plant 

known for its rich cultural 

history and stunning blooms. 

Native to East Asia, particularly 

Japan, China, and Korea, the 

Camellia belongs to the family 

Theaceae and includes a diverse 

range of species and hybrids. 

With its glossy evergreen leaves 

and striking flowers in shades of 

white, pink, red, and purple, the 

Camellia has become a beloved 

symbol of beauty, grace, and 

refinement.

 Renowned for its lush, waxy 

petals and delicate fragrance, 

the Camellia is often compared 

Red Camellias

Dr. Pratheeksha C T. 
Dr. Udaya T V  
Dr. Tanuja R N 
Department of Floriculture  

and Landscape Architecture, College of 
Horticulture, University of Horticultural 

Sciences, Bagalkot-587104,  
Karnataka, India

Camellia
The Elegant Alternative to Roses”
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to the rose, and in many ways, 

it serves as a sophisticated 

alternative. While roses are 

traditionally associated with 

love and romance, the Camellia 

carries its own deep symbolism, 

with meanings ranging from 

purity and admiration to passion 

and transformation.

 Not only is the Camellia 

admired for its ornamental 

beauty, but it is also valued for 

its resilience and adaptability 

in various climates, thriving in 

cooler, shaded environments 

where roses may struggle. 

Whether grown as a shrub 

or small tree, the Camellia’s 

aesthetic appeal extends far 

beyond its flowers, as its dark 

green leaves provide year-round 

visual interest.

 In gardens and floral 

arrangements, the Camellia 

offers a touch of elegance and 

timeless beauty, making it a 

perfect choice for those seeking 

Pink Camellias
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a refined and long-lasting 

alternative to the traditional rose.

The Elegance and Beauty of 
the Camellia

 The  Came l l i a  i s  a 

flowering shrub that belongs to 

the Theaceae family and is native 

to East Asia, particularly Japan, 

China, and Korea. The flowers of 

the Camellia come in a variety 

of colors, including white, pink, 

red, and purple, much like roses, 

making it versatile for different 

occasions and tastes. The petals 

of the Camellia are often soft, 

rounded, and thick, creating a 

lush, luxurious appearance that 

makes it a stunning focal point 

in any bouquet or garden.

 Unlike roses, which have 

a more delicate and thin texture, 

Camellias are known for their 

robust and waxy petals, which 

give them an almost sculptural 

quality. Their glossy, dark green 

leaves further enhance the visual 

appeal of the plant, making the 

Camellia a beautiful year-round 

addition to both outdoor gardens 

and indoor floral arrangements.

Morphology of the 
Camellia Flower

 The Camellia flower 

is celebrated for its striking 

White Camellias
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beauty and elegant structure. Its 

morphology—meaning its form 

and arrangement—makes it a 

distinct and graceful member of 

the plant kingdom. The flower’s 

shape, size, color, and overall 

structure contribute to its allure, 

and its careful design allows 

Purple Camellias

it to stand out among other 

ornamental flowers.

1. Flower Structure (Perianth)
The Camel l ia f lower is  a 

complete,  per fec t  f lower, 

meaning it has both male and 

female reproductive organs and 

all the floral parts necessary for 
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pollination and reproduction. 

The structure of the flower consists 

of several key components:

Petals:  The petals of the 

Camellia are large, smooth, and 

waxy, giving them a soft, velvety 

texture. The flowers can range 

from 5 to 9 or more petals, 

depending on the variety. The 

shape of the petals is generally 

ovate (egg-shaped), and they 

overlap slightly in a spiral 

arrangement, creating a full, 

rounded appearance. Camellia 

flowers can be single (with fewer 

petals) or semi-double to double 

(with many overlapping layers of 

petals), contributing to their rich, 

layered look.

Sepals: The sepals are the 

outermost parts of the flower, 

typically green, and are arranged 

in a small, cuplike formation 

beneath the petals. They serve to 

protect the flower bud before it 

opens and generally remain on 

the flower after it blooms, though 

they are often less noticeable 

than the petals.

St a m e n s :  T h e  s t a m e n s 

(male reproductive organs) 

are numerous in the Camellia 

flower and typically emerge 

from the center of the flower. 

These long, slender filaments 

are topped with anthers, which 

contain pollen. The anthers are 

often yellow, creating a striking 

contrast against the rich colors 

of the petals.

Pisti l :  The p is t i l  ( female 

reproductive organ) of the 

Camellia consists of a single 

central structure that includes 

the ovary, style, and stigma. The 

ovary is located at the base of 

the flower and holds the ovules 

(eggs), while the style is the stalk 

that connects the ovary to the 

stigma. The stigma, the receptive 

surface for pollen, is often slightly 

enlarged and located at the top 

of the style.

2. Colors of the 
Camellia Flower
 Camellia flowers are 

known for their rich and varied 

color palette. The colors range 

from white to pale pink to deep 

red, and in some varieties, you 

may find purple or multicolored 

blooms. The colors are often 

Camellia japonica  

(Japanese Camellia):

Camellia sinensis  

(Tea Camellia) 

Camellia oleifera

Camellia sasanqua

Camellia reticulata
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intense, vibrant, and rich, making 

the flowers stand out in gardens 

and floral arrangements. Each 

color also carries i ts own 

symbolic meaning, adding depth 

to its beauty:

White Camellias: Symbolizing 

p u r i t y,  i n n o c e n c e ,  a n d 

admiration.

Pink Camellias: Representing 

affection, longing, and love.

Red Camellias: Denoting 

passion, respect, and deep love.

Purple Camellias: Associated 

w i t h  t rans fo rma t ion  and 

admiration.

3. Size of the Flower
 The size of the Camellia 

flower can vary depending on 

the species and cultivar, but on 

average, a mature Camellia 

flower is about 5 to 10 cm 

(2 to 4 inches) in diameter. 

Some varieties can produce 

blooms that are larger, up to 12 

cm (4.7 inches) across. These 

large, rounded flowers make 

a dramatic statement in any 

garden or floral arrangement.

4. Leaves
 The leaves of the Camellia 

plant are another notable feature 

in its morphology. Camellia 

leaves are:

Evergreen: Unlike many other 

plants that shed their leaves 

seasonally, Camellias keep their 

glossy, dark green leaves year-
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round.

Shape: The leaves are typically 

elliptical or ovate in shape with 

a wavy or serrated margin, 

contributing to the plant’s overall 

graceful look.

Texture: The surface of the 

leaves is smooth and leathery, 

giving them a shiny, waxy 

appearance. This glossy finish 

helps reduce water loss and 

makes the plant resilient in 

various growing conditions.

Size: Leaves can vary in size, 

generally ranging from 5 to 10 

cm (2 to 4 inches) in length and 

about 2 to 5 cm (0.8 to 2 inches) 

in width.

5. Fruit and Seed
 After pollination, the 

Camellia produces a fruit that 

is a capsule containing seeds. 

The fruit itself is typically green 

or yellowish and often remains 

hidden among the foliage. 

The seeds are small, hard, and 

oval-shaped. In some species, 

the seeds are used to produce 

Camellia oil, which is known for 

its use in cosmetics and cooking.

6. Stem and Branches
 The stems of the Camellia 

plant are generally woody, with 

smooth bark that often has a 

slight reddish-brown color. The 

plant can grow as a shrub or a 

small to medium-sized tree, with 

mature plants often reaching 

heights of 2 to 12 meters (6.5 

to 40 feet), depending on the 

species and growing conditions. 

The branches are sturdy, and 

the leaves grow in an alternate 

arrangement along the stems.

Species Diversity
 Camellia genus includes 

a variety of species, all belonging 

to the family Theaceae. These 

species are widely known for 

their ornamental flowers and are 

native to East Asia, particularly 

China, Japan, Korea, and the 

Himalayas. Camellia species 

vary in f lower color, size, 

shape, and blooming season, 

contributing to their remarkable 

diversity. 

 The genus Camell ia 

includes around 100-250 

species, depending on how 

different subspecies and varieties 

are classified. The flowers 

of Camellia species show a 

wide variety of characteristics, 

including:

Flower Color: Camellias come 

in an array of colors, such as 

white, pink, red, and even yellow 

(though yellow varieties are 

much rarer).

Flower Shape: Flowers may 

range from single blooms with 

few petals to double blooms with 

many layers of petals. There are 

also semi-double and peony-like 

forms.

Blooming Season: While many 

Camellia species bloom in winter 

or early spring, others may bloom 

in late fall or even in summer, 

depending on their specific 

habitat and environmental 

conditions.

Common Species
Some of the most notable species 

in the Camellia genus include:

Camellia japonica (Japanese 
Camellia): One of the most 

famous and widely cultivated 

species, known for its large, 

showy flowers that can range 

from white to deep red and pink. 

It blooms in late winter to early 

spring.

Camel l ia  s inensis  ( Tea 

Camell ia): This species is 

economically important as it is 

the source of leaves for making 

tea. It produces smaller, less 

showy flowers compared to 

ornamental species, with white 

blossoms.

Camellia sasanqua: Known for 

its smaller, more delicate flowers 

that are often fragrant. It blooms 

earlier than C. japonica, typically 

in the fall and early winter.

Camellia reticulata: This 

species is known for its large, 

dramatic flowers with intricate 

patterns of petals. It is native 
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to China and is prized for its 

ornamental qualities.

Camellia oleifera: Native to 

central China, it is cultivated for 

its oil-rich seeds, used in cooking 

and cosmetics. The flowers are 

small and white, but the species 

is prized for its commercial 

value.

Durability and Longevity
 One of  the biggest 

advantages of the Camellia 

over the rose is its durability. 

Camellias are hardier plants and 

can thrive in cooler climates, 

making them suitable for regions 

where roses might struggle due 

to extreme temperatures. The 

flowers of the Camellia tend 

to last longer than those of the 

rose, making them an excellent 

choice for long-lasting floral 

arrangements.

 Whi le roses have a 

reputation for their delicate, often 

short-lived blooms, Camellias 

remain vibrant for several weeks, 

and their leaves can stay green 

throughout the year, ensuring 

that the plant looks attractive 

even outside of the blooming 

season. For those looking for 

a plant with year-round visual 

appeal, Camellias offer more 

versatility than roses.

The Camellia’s Growing 
Potential

 Unl ike roses, which 

can require specific care and 

maintenance—such as frequent 

pruning, protection from pests, 

and regular attention to their 

soil conditions—the Camellia 

is a relatively low-maintenance 

plant once established. It thrives 

in acidic, well-drained soils and 

prefers partial shade, making it 

an ideal choice for gardens that 

may not get full sun throughout 

the day.

 Furthermore, Camellias 

can grow as both small shrubs 

or larger trees, allowing for a 

variety of uses in landscaping, 

from hedges to specimen trees. 

This adaptability adds another 

dimension to the Camellia as an 

ideal alternative to roses, which 

are typically grown as bushes or 

climbers.

Camellia vs. Rose in Floral 
Arrangements
 In the world of floral 

design, both roses and Camellias 

make exceptional choices, but 

their differences allow each to 

stand out in its own way.

• Roses are traditionally used 

in bouquets for romantic 

even t s  l i ke  wedd ings , 

anniversaries, and Valentine’s 

Day, largely due to their 

established symbolism and 

wide availability.

• Camellias, on the other 

hand, bring a distinct flair to 

bouquets and arrangements. 

They are perfect for creating 

arrangements that speak of 

sophistication and elegance, 

without the overused, clichéd 

image of the rose. The clean 

lines and polished form of 

the Camellia make it an 

ideal choice for modern, 

minimalist designs, as well 

as for those seeking a touch 

of understated luxury.

 A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e 

Camellia’s ability to hold its form 

and color longer than the rose 

makes it an excellent option for 

making keepsake arrangements 

or dried flower arrangements.

Conclusion: 
Why Camellia Is the 
Best Alternative to Rose
 Whi le  the rose wi l l 

always be a beloved classic, 

the Camellia flower presents 

an intriguing and sophisticated 

alternative for those looking 

for something equally beautiful 

but different. Its lasting blooms, 

elegant form, and broader range 

of symbolism make it the perfect 

choice for many occasions. 

Whether you are looking for a 

garden shrub, a striking addition 

to a floral arrangement, or 

simply an elegant alternative to 

the rose, the Camellia offers the 

versatility, charm, and longevity 

that roses sometimes lack.
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and afflicted palms can endure for an extended 
period. However, these affected palms 
become vulnerable to the red palm weevil, 
rhinoceros beetle, and leaf rot. Therefore, 
efficient management strategies are essential, 
encompassing root disease control, pest 
management, and disease prevention.
1. Remove and discard the affected parts, 
particularly unproductive palms yielding fewer 
than ten nuts per palm. Replace them with 
disease-resistant varieties.
2. Ensure adequate irrigation facilities. 
3. During the summer months, irrigate the palms.
   Additional practices for effective management 

 Leaf rot

Root wilt

Fathimath Shamsa1 
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Janu S.Nair3 
1Under Graduate Student 
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ROOT WILT
Causal organism - Phytoplasma 

The primary indications of the ailment include 
the drooping of leaves, anomalous curvature of 
leaflets, and ribbing of leaflets. The yellowing 
and necrosis of older leaves and the shedding 
of immature buds are also observable. Affected 
palm trees exhibit a thinner husk and kernel, as 
well as the presence of rot. Weaker and less firm 
fibres are also characteristic of the condition. This 
disease is linked to leaf rot, with transmission 
facilitated by Proutista moesta and Stephanitis 
typicus.

Management 
Coconut wilt represents a debilitating disease, 
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include:
1. Cultivate green manure crops such as 
sesbania, cowpea, calapagonium, and Pueraria 
phaseoloides in the coconut basin, incorporating 
them in situ.
2. Implement crop rotation.
3. Provide 250 litres of water per palm per year 
through irrigation.
4. Apply a balanced fertiliser dose, average, 
at rates of 0.34 kg N, 0.17 kg P, and 0.68 kg 
K per palm per year in urea, rock phosphate, 
and muriate of potash, respectively. For optimal 
management, apply 0.5 kg N, 0.32 kg P, and 
1.2 kg K per palm per year.
5. Under rainfed conditions, apply one-third of 
the fertilisers from April to May with the onset 
of monsoon and two-thirds from September to 
October.
6. Apply 1 kg of lime per palm per year.
7. Use 50 kg of cattle or green manures per 
palm per year.
8. Apply fertilisers and manures in 10 cm deep 
circular basins at a radius of 2 m from the palm’s 
bole.
9. Conduct sequential spraying of Bordeaux 
mixture (1%), mancozeb (0.3%), and copper 
oxychloride (0.3%) to control pests.

 LEAF ROT
Causal organism 

caused by the fungal complex 
(Colletotrichum gloeosporioides, Exserorhilum 
rostratum and Gliocladium vermoesenii, 
Fusarium solani, F. monoliforme var intermedium, 
Theilaviposis paradox)
 The initial indicators manifest as moisture-
soaked lesions on the nascent spindle leaf. 
Subsequently, these lesions merge, resulting in 
substantial decay of the tissue. The progression 
of symptoms is particularly pronounced at the 

distal extremity of the leaves. The impacted 
leaflets adhere together at the tips, impeding 
their separation while the base remains exposed. 
Upon unfolding of the leaf, the deteriorated 
sections desiccate and are dispersed by the wind, 
imparting a fan-like appearance to the leaf. This 
manifestation is identified as fan leaf symptoms.

Management 
•	 Eliminate the affected portions of the plant, 

including the spindle leaf and neighbouring 
leaves displaying symptoms.

•	 Conduct crown cleaning at appropriate 
intervals.

•	 Apply 2 ml of hexaconazole (contaf 5EC) or 
3g of mancozeb (indofil M-45) in 300 ml of 
water around the base of the spindle leaf.

•	 Administer insecticide preparation to the 
upper leaf axils, comprising a mixture of 20 g 
cartap hydrochloride and 200 g sand.

•	  Apply a 1% Bordeaux mixture on the crowns. 
Treat all palms in the gardens between 
January and April, May, and October and 
November. Ensure protection of the central 
spindle leaf with fungicides during spraying.

Tanjavur wilt 
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STEM BLEEDING 
Causal organism

Thielaviopsis paradoxa 
Causes water stagnation, imbalance in nutrients. 
A reddish-brown discharge is observable 
within the fissures of growth, primarily at 
the trunk’s base. Over time, these lesions 
extend to other areas, amalgamating to create 
sizable patches. The exudate, upon exposure, 
undergoes desiccation, resulting in a blackened 
appearance. The tissues beneath the impacted 
region undergo decay and manifest a yellowish 
hue. In more progressed instances, the central 
segment of the stem becomes hollow due to the 
degradation of internal tissues. Concurrently, 
there is a deceleration in the leaf production 
rate, impacting the generation of clusters, and 
instances of nut shedding become evident.

Management
•	  Steer clear of causing any mechanical harm 

to the trunk.

•	 Carefully remove the impacted plant and 
administer Bordeaux paste to the wounds. 
Apply coal tar after a span of 1-2 days.

•	 Eliminate the chiseled-out materials by 
incineration.

•	 Distribute neem cake with organic matter 
at a rate of 5kg per palm within the basins.

•	 Ensure sufficient irrigation in the summer and 
proper drainage during the rainy seasons.

•	 Administer hexaconazole at a concentration 
of 25 ml per 25 L of water through soil 
drenching once every four months.

TANJAVUR WILT 
During an extended summer and periods of water 
logging in the rainy season, conditions have been 
conducive to manifesting disease symptoms. 
Trees within the age range of 10-30 years are 
particularly prone to the ailment. The primary 
manifestation of the disease is palm wilt; in some 
cases, stem bleeding may also be observed along 
with the wilt. Characteristic symptoms include 

Stem bleeding 
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rotting of the basal portion. Initial signs manifest 
as yellowing and drooping of the outer whorl of 
the leaves. The bark darkens, often peeling off 
in flakes and revealing open crevices. Extensive 
root damage due to rotting is evident, leading 
to the demise of the palm.

Management 
•	 Remove and eliminate all affected palm 

trees.
•	 Extract and incinerate the trunk section along 

with the roots.
•	 Segregate diseased palms from healthy ones 

by excavating isolation trenches, one meter 
deep and 30 cm wide.

•	 Implement regular basin irrigation during the 
summer months.

•	 Refrain from cultivating leguminous crops 
within or near coconut gardens.

•	 Cultivate green manure crops, ensuring they 
are ploughed in situ before reaching the 
flowering stage.

•	 Administer organic manure at a rate of 50 
kg per palm per year.

•	 Apply 5 kg of neem cake per palm annually.
•	 Conduct soil drenching with fortyliters of 1% 

Bordeaux mixture thrice a year.
•	 Reduce fertiliser application to 1/fourth of 

the recommended dose.
•	 Perform root feeding using a solution of 

2 grams of aureofungin sol + 1 gram of 
copper sulfate in 100 ml of water three times 
a year or with trimorph (calnexin) at a rate 
of 2 ml in 100 ml.

BUD ROT 
Causal organism

Phytophthora palmivora 
Bud rot is a global phenomenon, and if the 
infestation worsens, it can lead to complete crop 
loss. Palms of various ages can be affected, 
with younger palms being more vulnerable 

to the disease. The manifestation of bud rot 
is particularly noticeable during the monsoon 
season when temperatures are low, and humidity 
is significantly high. The initial visible sign is 
the yellowing of the leaves. As the disease 
progresses, the spindle loses its green hue, 
transitioning to yellow, and eventually, it changes 
to brown and dark brown. The tender leaf tissues 
exhibit water-soaked lesions that eventually turn 
brown. In the advanced stages of the disease, 
the spindle can be easily pulled out with a slight 
force.

Management 
•	 Implement stringent phytosanitary measures.
•	 Ensure proper drainage in gardens.
•	 Safeguard palm trees from the rhinoceros’s 

beetle.
•	 Adhere to appropriate spacing guidelines.
•	 To prevent prolonged moisture on host 

plants, refrain from watering nurseries at 
night.

•	 During the initial stages, cut and remove all 
affected tissues.

•	 Apply Bordeaux paste and shield it from rain 
until regular shoots emerge.

•	 Administer a 1% Bordeaux mixture on 
spindle leaves and the crown of all palms 
surrounding the infected one.

•	 Palms susceptible to copper fungicide can 
be safeguarded with mancozeb. Employ 

Bud rot
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small, perforated sachets containing 2g 
of mancozeb, secured at the top of leaf 
axils. When it rains, a controlled amount of 
fungicide is released from the sachets onto 
the leaf base.

GREY BLIGHT
Causal organism  

Pestalotiopsispalmarum
The initial manifestation of the condition is 
characterised by the presence of yellowish-
brown spots with grey-brown borders, typically 
exhibiting an oval shape and measuring 1-5 
cm in length. As the disease progresses, these 
spots amalgamate to create larger, irregular 
necrotic patches with a central area displaying 
a greyish-white hue. The symptoms manifest 
on the leaflets of the outer whorl, imparting a 
blighted appearance to the affected foliage.

Management 
Remove all the affected older leaves and burn it.
Spray trees with 1% Bordeaux mixture /
propiconazole (tilt)0.3%

Regular application of potassium chloride was 
reported to reduce the disease incidence.

LETHAL YELLOWING 
Causal organism

Phytoplasma 
Lethal yellowing is anticipated to result in the 
mortality of 90% of the palm trees within three 
months. Early symptoms include the premature 
drooping of nuts, the appearance of brown 
water-soaked lesions at the calyx end of the nuts, 
and leaf yellowing observed approximately four 
months post-infection. The initial manifestation 
occurs in the leaves’ outer whorl, progressing 
to the upper crown leaves. While the affected 
leaves initially maintain turgidity, they eventually 
desiccate and hang down, creating a skirt-like 
appearance around the palm.

Management 
•	 Grow tolerant varieties like malayan yellow 

dwarf.
•	 Complete removal and destruction of 

diseased palms.
TATIPAKA DISEASE 

Causal organism - Phytoplasma 
First noticed in Andra Pradesh after the 1949 
cyclone and named after the village. It is a 
non-lethal disease but debilitating in nature. 
The condition impacts individuals between 
the ages of 20 and 60. Palms afflicted by the 
disease exhibit abundant growth for a period 

Grey blight

Lethal yellowing 
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of 3-4 years prior to the manifestation of visible 
symptoms. Distinguishing chlorotic water-soaked 
spots appear on the leaflets, eventually causing 
the entire leaf and crown to assume a chlorotic 
or yellowish hue. Anomalous bending of fronds 
becomes evident, and the palm’s appearance 
resembles that of a date palm due to the 
narrowing of leaflets and a reduction in crown 
size. As the disease progresses, there is a gradual 
reduction in both the number and size of leaves, 
and the developed spathe becomes diminutive 
with only a few rachilla.

Management
•	 Grow resistant varieties like gangabondam.
•	 Removal and destruction of affected palms
•	 Balanced nutr ient  appl icat ion wi th 

recommended dose of manures, fertilisers, 
Mgso4, boron etc.

CADANG CADANG 
Causal organism - cadang cadang viroid

 Cadang-cadang means dying.The 
ailment progresses through three clearly defined 
phases. During the initial stage, nuts assume 
a rounded shape, exhibiting characteristic 
equatorial scarifications, and the first non-
necrotic, translucent, bright yellow leaf spots 
emerge on the foliage. In the intermediate stage, 
inflorescences undergo necrosis, leading to a 
cessation of nut production. In the final stage 
preceding death, leaf spots become confluent, 
the entire crown takes on a distinctly yellowish 
or bronze hue and experiences a significant 
reduction in size and number of fronds. The 
early-stage spans 2-4 years, the intermediate 
stage approximately 2 years, and the final 
stage about 5 years. All leaves collapse, leaving 
only the trunk. No recovery is observed, and 
the ailment proves invariably fatal, adversely 
impacting copra production.

Management 
•	 Elimination of the affected palms 

•	 Exclusion is the only method considered to 
be effective against the disease.

•	 Certification of the origin from the disease-
free area 

•	 Mild strain protection 
SOOTY MOULD 

A black layer of fungal growth covers leaves 
and reduces photosynthetic efficiency. Spray 1% 
starch water on the affected leaves 

INFLORESCENCE BLIGHT OR  
DIE BACK AND NUT FALL

 Causal organism 
Colletotrichum gloesporioides

Sunken, dark,grey, brown, or black lesions 
with black to dark brown margins develop 
anywhere on the soft portion of the immature 
nuts. Inflorescence dries extensively resulting in 
severe button shedding and immature nut fall.

Management
•	 Removal and destruction of fallen immature 

nuts and buttons.

Cadang cadang

Sooty mould
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•	 Spray 1% Bordeaux mixture or mancozeb 
0.4% on inflorescence and on developing 
buttons and nuts as prophylactic measure 
at 45 days interval

•	 In diseased gardens spray the inflorescence 
and nuts with 0.1%calixin /contaf/tilt after 
harvesting the mature nuts at monthly 
interval for 2-3 times 

CURVULARIA LEAF SPOT
 Causal organism 
Curvularia maculans

Small, circular yellow spots on leaves which 
expand and turn brown in colour.

Management
Spray captan @ 0.2 %.

SPEAR ROT /SHOOT ROT 
Causal organism 
Fusarium diplodia

Rotting of the spindle leaves 
Management 

Spray carbendazim @0.1 %
ALTERNARIA LEAF SPOT 

Causal organism
Alternaria alternata

Black, circular, or oval spots later merge and 
cause blighting in 1– 3-year-old seedling.
Management 
Spray captan @0.2 %

IMMATURE NUT FALL 
Causal organism 

Lasiodiplodia theobromae
Disease appears as black extensive patches at 
the stalk end of the fruit. Black fruiting bodies 
of the fungus seen as dots on affected nuts and 
rotting of the nuts.

Management 
Spray 1% Bordeaux mixture or mancozeb 0.4 
% (4g /L) on inflorescence and on developing 
buttons and nuts as prophylactic measure at 45 
days intervals.

Inflorescence blight or die back and nut fall

Curvularia leaf spot

40 KERALA KARSHAKAN  e-journal
JANUARY 2025



41KERALA KARSHAKAN  e-journal
JANUARY 2025

RED RING ROT DISEASE 
Causal organism 

Bursaphelenchus cocophilus (nematode)
Vector - Rhynchophorus palmarum.

The internal damage becomes evident within two 
to three weeks following the infiltration of the 
nematode into the tissue of a previously healthy 
palm. External symptoms typically manifest two 
months after the initial infection. A transverse 
cut through the trunk of an afflicted palm, made 
one to seven feet above the soil line, typically 
reveals a circular, colored band spanning 3 to 5 
cm in width, which may vary based on the tree’s 
size. In a healthy tree, the cut surface appears 
uniformly creamy white. The predominant color 
of the band in infected palms is commonly 
bright red, though it can range from light pink 
or cream to dark brown. Infected palms exhibit 
stunted growth and produce small, distorted 

leaves. Red ring rot affects palms aged three 
to seven years old.

Management 
Management of nematode is difficult, so it is 
better to control the vector Rhynchophorus 
palmarum. It will help to reduce the disease.
Use nematode free planting material.
Remove the affected palm from the gardens.

DRESCHLERA LEAF SPOT 
Causal organism  

Drechslera incurvata

Distinctive symptoms seen in the nurseries when 

the plants are crowded together. Brown spots 

seen on the leaves later expand and with light 

brown at the centre and dark brown margins. 

Later margins of the leaflets dry 

Management 
Avoid overcrowding of the plants in the nursery.

Alternaria leaf spot

Immature nut fall 

Red ring rot disease
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A
bstract: Spine gourd (Momordica 
dioica Roxb.), a wild perennial 
c l imbe r  v ege tab l e  i n  t h e 
cucurbitaceae family, is referred 
to by several names, including 

small bitter gourd, bristly balsam pear, 
teasle gourd, prickly carolaho, kantola, 
Kankada, and jungle kerala. Fruits, seeds, 
and leaves of spine gourd possesses various 
therapeutic properties. It is effective in 
treating diseases like diabetes, cancer, 
asthma, neurodegenerative diseases, and 
others, including pain relief, leprosy, liver 
protection, nematode infections, postcoital 
infertility, bleeding piles, and jaundice. 
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Despite the need for further research, spine 
gourd holds significant potential for developing 
natural treatments, making it an important plant 
for modern medicine.

Introduction
One of the largest family of fruit and vegetable 
plants are Cucurbitaceae, which encompasses 

approximately 125 genera and 960 species. 
These plants have long been integral to traditional 
medicine and culinary customs. Recognized in 
Ayurveda and folk medicine for their healing 
properties, they hold great potential as a source 
for developing safe and effective therapies 
(Mukherjee, 2019). 

43KERALA KARSHAKAN  e-journal
JANUARY 2025



44 KERALA KARSHAKAN  e-journal
JANUARY 2025

 Spine gourd (Momordica dioica Roxb.), 
a wild perennial climber vegetable in the 
Cucurbitaceae family, flourishes in tropical regions 
across South America, Africa, and Asia, particularly 
in countries like India, Bangladesh, Pakistan, and 
China. It is referred to by several names, including 
small bitter gourd, bristly balsam pear, teasle 
gourd, prickly carolaho, kantola, and jungle kerala 
(Thiruvengadamet al., 2016).Known for its high 
nutritional value, this vegetable provides numerous 
health and medicinal benefits.It is effective in 
treating diseases like diabetes, cancer, asthma, 
neurodegenerative diseases, and others, including 
pain relief, leprosy, liver protection, nematode 
infections, postcoital infertility, bleeding piles, and 
jaundice (Bharathiet al., 2014).

Medicinal Properties of Spine Gourd
Fruits, seeds, and leaves of spine gourd possesses 
various therapeutic properties, including anti-
inflammatory, antioxidant, and antimicrobial 
effects. In addition to its health benefits, spine 
gourd is used as a food source in many cultures, 
known for its unique taste and nutritional content.
1. Anti-inflammatory properties: Spine 
gourd has potent anti-inflammatory effects. It 
is commonly used to reduce inflammation and 
pain associated with conditions like arthritis 
and joint pain. Its ability to inhibit inflammatory 
pathways helps in alleviating symptoms of chronic 
inflammatory disorders.
2. Antioxidant effects: The plant is rich 
in antioxidants, which play a crucial role in 
neutralizing harmful free radicals in the body. This 
helps in preventing oxidative stress, which is linked 
to several diseases such as cardiovascular issues, 
diabetes, and cancer. Fruit extracts have diuretic, 
alexiteric stomachic, laxative, hepatoprotective, 
and antivenom properties. It is used to cure 
asthma, leprosy, excessive salivation (Bawaraet 

44 KERALA KARSHAKAN  e-journal
JANUARY 2025



45KERALA KARSHAKAN  e-journal
JANUARY 2025

al., 2010).
3. Cancer-fighting Activity: Anjanaet al. 
(2020) noted that the root extracts include 
several compounds with anticancer properties. 
Áspinasterol-3-o-β-D-glucopyranoside, a major 
compound, has been found to be effective against 
cancer cells (Jhaet al., 2017; Talukdaret al., 
2014).
4. Allelopathic Influence: M. dioica seed oil 
is naturally insecticidal. When applied to cereal 
grains, it exhibits anti-feeding activity against 
insects that typically feed on them (Anjanaet al., 
2020).
5. Antimicrobial activity: Spine gourd is 
known for its antimicrobial properties, which 
help in fighting bacterial and fungal infections. 
Extracts from various parts of the plant are often 
used in treating wounds, skin infections, and 
gastrointestinal disorders.
6. Diabetic management: Traditional use 
of spine gourd in managing diabetes is well-
documented. The fruit extract possesses anti-
diabetic activity by increasing serum insulin, 
HDL and decreases glycosylated haemoglobin 
as well as fasting blood glucose, post prandial 
glucose, total cholesterol, very low density 
lipoprotein and low density lipoprotein (Singh et 
al., 2011). Phenolic compounds and flavonoids 
are responsible for reducing diabetes (Jain et 
al., 2014).
7. Digestive health: The fruit and seeds of spine 
gourd have been used to treat digestive issues 
such as constipation, indigestion, and bloating. It 
is known to have mild laxative effects, promoting 
better bowel movement and overall digestive 
health.
8. Immuno-modulatory effects: Spine gourd 
is believed to enhance the immune system, 
boosting the body’s defence against infections. 
The plant’s active compounds help modulate 

immune responses, making it useful in treating 
immune-related disorders.
9. Liver health: Some studies suggest that spine 
gourd has hepatoprotective properties, which 
help in maintaining liver function and protecting 
it from damage caused by toxins or excessive 
alcohol consumption.
10. Skin health: The plant is also used in treating 
skin conditions such as eczema, psoriasis, and 
acne. Its antimicrobial and anti-inflammatory 
properties make it effective in soothing irritated 
skin and promoting healing.

Conclusion
In conclusion, spine gourd (Momordica dioica) 
is a highly beneficial plant with diverse medicinal 
properties, widely used in traditional medicine. 
Its bioactive compounds offer anti-inflammatory, 
antioxidant, antimicrobial, and anticancer 
benefits, and it shows promise in managing 
conditions like diabetes, hypertension, and 
obesity. Although more research is needed to 
fully understand its mechanisms, spine gourd 
offers promising avenues for the development of 
natural, effective treatments for various health 
conditions. Therefore, this versatile plant has 
the potential to play a significant role in modern 
medicine and should be further explored for its 
therapeutic applications.
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Soil Smarts 
A New Era in Farming with Sensor Technology

Agriculture has always been at the 
heart of human civilization, serving 
as the foundation of our societies 
and economies. From the earliest 
days of planting and harvesting 

to today’s sprawling agricultural landscapes, 
farming practices have evolved to meet the 
growing demands of a rapidly increasing global 
population. This growth has placed immense 
pressure on agricultural systems, with soil health 
emerging as a critical factor for sustainable food 
production.
 Soil, often referred to as the “skin of the 
Earth,” is more than just the ground beneath our 
feet. It is a living, dynamic ecosystem that supports 
plant life, regulates water flow, and stores vital 
nutrients. However, modern agricultural practices 
and environmental changes are taking their toll. 
Overuse, erosion, contamination, and climate 
change are degrading soil quality, threatening 
its ability to sustain future crops. In this context, 
maintaining soil health is no longer optional, 
it is essential for ensuring food security and 
environmental sustainability.
 Whi le t radi t ional methods of soi l 
management have relied on observation, 

experience, and occasional testing, the 
challenges of today demand more precise and 
proactive solutions. This is where technology 
steps in, offering innovative tools to empower 
farmers in their efforts to nurture and sustain the 
land. Among these tools, soil sensors stand out 
as game-changers.
 Soil sensors, small yet powerful devices, 
are transforming the way farmers monitor 
and manage their soil. These sensors provide 
real-time data on key soil properties such as 
moisture content, pH levels, nutrient availability, 
and temperature. By leveraging this technology, 
farmers can make informed decisions, improve 
crop yields, conserve resources, and protect the 
environment. This marks the beginning of a new 
era in farming, one where data and technology 
combine to create smarter, more sustainable 
practices.
 Sensors are small devices that measure 
specific properties of soil, such as moisture 
content, pH levels, nutrient availability, and 
temperature. For example, moisture sensors help 
farmers determine how much water their crops 
need, ensuring efficient irrigation. pH sensors 
reveal whether the soil is too acidic or alkaline 
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for specific crops, while nutrient sensors show 
the availability of essential nutrients like nitrogen, 
phosphorus, and potassium. This information is 
vital for understanding the soil’s condition and 
tailoring farming practices accordingly.
 One of the biggest advantages of 
sensors is that they provide real-time data. This 
means farmers no longer need to rely solely on 
traditional methods of soil testing, which often 
involve sending samples to a lab and waiting days 
or even weeks for results. Instead, sensors allow 
immediate action based on the soil’s current 
condition. For example, if a sensor detects low 
soil moisture in a specific area of a field, farmers 
can water that area right away, preventing crop 
stress and saving water.
 In recent years, advancements in 
sensor technology have further enhanced their 
capabilities. For instance, wireless and solar-
powered sensors eliminate the need for manual 
operation, making them more convenient and 
cost-effective. Multi-parameter sensors, which 
measure multiple soil properties simultaneously, 
save time and provide a more comprehensive 
understanding of soil health. Remote sensing 
technologies, such as drones equipped with 
sensors, allow farmers to survey large fields 
quickly, identifying problem areas that require 
attention.
 These innovations are particularly useful 
when combined with farming methods like 
precision agriculture. Precision agriculture uses 
sensor data to understand that soil conditions can 
vary across different parts of a field. Instead of 
applying the same amount of water, fertilizer, or 
pesticides everywhere, farmers can target specific 
areas that need them most. This approach not 
only conserves resources but also increases crop 
yields and reduces environmental impact.
Farmers can also leverage the Internet of Things 
(IoT) to make sensor technology even more 
effective. IoT is a system where devices like 
soil sensors communicate with each other and 
with farmers through the internet. For instance, 
sensors placed in a field can send data directly 
to a smartphone or computer, providing real-time 
updates about soil conditions. Some advanced 
systems can even take automatic action based 

on sensor data, such as activating an irrigation 
system when soil moisture levels drop too low.
The data collected by sensors is not just useful for 
day-to-day decisions; it also plays a vital role in 
long-term soil health management. Continuous 
monitoring helps farmers identify trends and 
address issues like salinity buildup or declining 
organic matter before they become major 
problems. Over time, this data can inform better 
crop rotation plans, fertilization schedules, and 
water management strategies.
 Farmers looking to adopt sensor technology 
can start small and scale up as needed. For 
instance, installing basic soil moisture sensors 
in key parts of a field is a cost-effective way to 
begin. These sensors can later be integrated into 
a broader system that includes nutrient and pH 
sensors, as well as automated irrigation controls. 
Government subsidies, agricultural cooperatives, 
and private sector programs are also making 
these technologies more accessible to small and 
medium-sized farmers.
 Educational initiatives and training 
programs are crucial for helping farmers 
understand and utilize these technologies 
effectively. Workshops, demonstration farms, 
and online resources can provide hands-on 
experience with sensors and related tools. Many 
sensor providers also offer technical support to 
help farmers set up and maintain their systems.
By adopting sensor technology, farmers can 
make smarter, data-driven decisions that improve 
productivity and sustainability. These tools provide 
the insights needed to address challenges like 
water scarcity, soil degradation, and climate 
variability. As sensors become more affordable 
and accessible, they are becoming indispensable 
for farmers seeking to balance profitability with 
environmental stewardship. Embracing this 
technology is not just an investment in a farm’s 
success but also a step toward securing the future 
of agriculture.
 This is a new era in farming, where 
technology meets tradition to create smarter, more 
sustainable practices. Soil sensors are at the heart 
of this transformation, helping farmers unlock the 
full potential of their land while protecting it for 
generations to come.
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